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ENGE1500 Introduction to English Linguistics             
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Instructor: Dr. Tongle Sun     Office: Fung King Hey 322 

Email: tonglesun@cuhk.edu.hk     Phone: 3943-7462 

             
Course Description 
 

This course offers an overview of the linguistic structure of English and how it is used in our social 
world. We systematically study the English language at various levels: words, phrases, sentences, 
and beyond. This course also provides students with the opportunity to observe and explain the 
ways in which English is used in everyday life. Some of the questions to be explored are: 
 

 What is the nature of human language? 

 What is linguistics? 

 What is the difference between language learning and linguistics? 

 How can we study English as a system of communication? 

 What is the role of English in different domains in our society (e.g., in school, at home, on the 
internet?) 

 
Topics/Fundamental Concepts 
 

• Introduction to course / Introduction to language and linguistics   

• Morphology: The words of language 

• Syntax: The sentence patterns of language  

• Semantics: The meaning of language  

• Pragmatics: Language in context  

• Discourse analysis 

• First language acquisition 

• Second language acquisition: Teaching and learning English as a second language  

• Sociolinguistics: Language variation and varieties 

• Language, culture, and communication   

 
Learning Outcomes 
 

At the end of this course, students should be able to: 

▪ Observe the characteristics of modern English language 

▪ Understand some basic concepts in linguistics 

▪ Describe how words are formed in English (Morphology) 

▪ Analyze the structure of English phrases and sentences (Syntax) 

▪ Explain how meaning is organized in our mind (Semantics) 

▪ Identify how language is used by speakers in actual social interaction (Pragmatics) 

▪ Examine how sentences in spoken and written language form larger meaningful units of 
communication within contexts (Discourse Analysis)  

▪ Understand how first and second languages are acquired and learned (Language Acquisition) 

▪ Observe how people use English in society (Sociolinguistics) 

▪ Explain the connections between language, culture, and communication (Language and 
Culture) 
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Course Components 
 

Teaching modes and learning activities (percentage of time) 

• On-site face-to-face lectures (approx. 70%) 

• On-site face-to-face interactive tutorials (approx. 20%) 

• Blackboard online discussion (approx. 10%) 
 
Assessment Scheme (Subject to Change) 
 

 Assessment Weight 

1 Attendance* and participation (at lectures and tutorials) 10% 

2 In-class mid-term quiz   20% 

3 Term paper  30% 

4 End-of-course examination  40% 

*Low attendance in tutorials and lectures will negatively affect your overall coursework grade.  
 
Required and Recommended Readings 
 

Required text:  
Yule, G. (2022). The study of language (8th ed.). Cambridge University Press.  
(Hard copy available at the University bookstore; e-book available via CUHK library) 
 
Recommended readings: 
Crystal, D. (2019). The Cambridge encyclopedia of  the English language (3rd ed.). Cambridge University 

Press. (e-book available via library) 

Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., & Hyams, N. (2017). An introduction to language (11th ed.). Cengage. (e-
book available via library) 

*You may also refer to the end of  each chapter in Yule (2022) for further reading on each topic. 

 
Feedback for Course Enhancement  
 

At the end of the semester, you will be invited to provide feedback on the course via a 
questionnaire. Your feedback is highly valued and will be used to revise the course. You may also 
offer suggestions at any time. 
 
 

Use of  Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools 
 

All use of AI tools is prohibited in assignments and assessment tasks.  
 

For assignments and assessment tasks that count towards the final course grades, students are 
NOT allowed to submit work which is produced with the collaboration of or supported by the 
use of any generative AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT).  
 
Any breach of the regulations will be considered an act of academic dishonesty and will be handled 
according to the University’s Procedures for Handling Cases of Academic Dishonesty.  

 
In case of queries, students should seek advice from the course teacher.  
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism 
 

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the 
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. 
Details may be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/. 
 
 

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are 
aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures.  

 

• In the case of group projects, all members of the group should be asked to sign the 
declaration, each of whom is responsible and liable to disciplinary actions, irrespective of 
whether he/she has signed the declaration and whether he/she has contributed, directly 
or indirectly, to the problematic contents. 

• For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-
based and submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued 
by the system upon students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment.  

• Students are fully aware that their work may be investigated by AI content detection 
software to determine originality.  

• Students are fully aware of the AI approach(es) adopted in the course. In the case where 
some AI tools are allowed, students have made proper acknowledgment and citations as 
suggested by the course teacher.   

• Assignments without a properly signed declaration will not be graded by teachers.  

• Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide. 
 

The submission of a piece of work, or a part of a piece of work, for more than one purpose 
(e.g. to satisfy the requirements in two different courses) without declaration to this effect 
shall be regarded as having committed undeclared multiple submissions. It is common and 
acceptable to reuse a turn of phrase or a sentence or two from one’s own work; but wholesale 
reuse is problematic. In any case, agreement from the course teacher(s) concerned should be 
obtained prior to the submission of the piece of work. 
 
The copyright of the teaching materials, including lecture notes, assignments and examination 
questions, etc., produced by staff members/teachers of The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong (CUHK) belongs to CUHK. Students may download the teaching materials produced 
by the staff members/teachers from the Learning Management Systems, e.g. Blackboard, 
adopted by CUHK for their own educational use, but shall not distribute/share/copy the 
materials to a third-party without seeking prior permission from the staff members/teachers 
concerned. 

 

 
Grading Criteria 
 
Grade A / Excellent: Outstanding performance on ALL learning outcomes. 

Demonstrates the ability to synthesize and apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a 
manner that would surpass the normal expectations at this level and typical of standards that may be 
common at higher levels of study. The ‘A’ grade should be reserved for truly excellent work that 
exceeds the level expected for the majority of students and are expected to be achieved only by a small 
minority. 

 

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/Eng_htm_files_(2013-14)/declaration_en.doc
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Grade A- / Very Good: Generally outstanding performance on ALMOST ALL learning 
outcomes. 

Demonstrates the ability to synthesize and apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a 
manner that would fully fulfill the normal expectations at this level and occasionally reaches standards 
that may be common at higher levels of study. 

 

Grade B+ / Good (Plus): HIGH performance on all learning outcomes, OR HIGH 
performance on some learning outcomes which compensates WELL for slightly less 
satisfactory performance on others, resulting in overall substantial performance. 

Demonstrates the ability to apply WELL the principles or skills learned in the course in a 
comprehensive manner that would sufficiently fulfill the normal expectations at this level WELL. 

 

Grade B / Good: SUBSTANTIAL performance on all learning outcomes, OR SUBSTANTIAL 
performance on some learning outcomes which compensates for slightly less satisfactory 
performance on others, resulting in overall substantial performance. 

Demonstrates the ability to apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE manner that would sufficiently fulfill the normal expectations at this level. 

 

Grade B- / Good (Minus): GOOD performance on all learning outcomes, OR GOOD 
performance on some learning outcomes which compensates for slightly less satisfactory 
performance on others, resulting in overall substantial performance. 

Demonstrates the ability to apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a 
COMPREHENSIVE manner that would sufficiently fulfill the normal expectations at this level. 

 

Grade C+ / Fair (Plus): VERY SATISFACTORY performance on the majority of learning 
outcomes. 

Demonstrates the ability to apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a SOMEWHAT 
SUSTAINED manner that would meet the basic requirement at this level. 

 

Grade C / Fair: SATISFACTORY performance on the majority of learning outcomes. 

Demonstrates the ability to partially apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a manner that 
would meet the basic requirement at this level. 

 

Grade C- / Fair (Minus): SOMEWHAT SATISFACTORY performance on A NUMBER OF 
learning outcomes. 

Demonstrates the ability to SOMEWHAT apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a 
manner that would meet the BARE basic requirement at this level. 

 

Grade D+ / Pass (Plus): BARELY SATISFACTORY performance on A FEW learning 
outcomes. 

Addresses the course inadequately by meeting the basic requirement at this level only in some areas 
while responding minimally with possibly tangential content in others. 

 

Grade D / Pass: ALMOST BARELY satisfactory performance on VERY FEW learning 
outcomes. 

Addresses the course inadequately by meeting the basic requirement at this level only in very few areas 
while responding very minimally with possibly tangential content in others. 

  

Grade F / Failure: Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure 
to meet specified assessment requirements. 

Fails to address the course and likely does not understand what the course requires. In other words, 
the work completely misses the point.    


