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Course Outline  
ENGE3110 Romanticism  

 
 

 
Course description 

 

 
Learning outcomes 

 

 
Course syllabus 

 
Topic Contents/ fundamental concepts 

Romanticism ~ the complexity and multiplicity of the term 
‘Romanticism’ 
~ Romanticism in English poetic tradition, its relation to 
Neo-classicism and Modernism 
~ major themes in Romantic poetry 
~ innovative forms of Romantic poetry 
~ Romanticism and its historical context 
~ Romanticism and its contemporary currency 
~ each major Romantic poet’s unique ways to engage with 
poetics and politics 
~ Romanticism and the expanded canon 

Course Code: ENGE3110 
Title in English: Romanticism 
Title in Chinese: 浪漫主義 

 
Shortest in literary history, the Romantic Age witnessed the French Revolution, the Industrialisation, and the longest war 
in modern time. The Romantic writers actively engaged with their time and left a body of literature that is unparalleled in 
richness, intensity, and imagination. With experimental, innovative forms, they wrote about many issues never introduced 
to the world of literature before: revolution and disillusionment, the natural landscape, the gothic world, the 
underprivileged, childhood, and most importantly, the human mind.  
 
This course will involve an in-depth study of Romantic texts and context. It will cover the six major Romantic poets, Blake, 
Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, and Keats, and from some characteristics they share, delineate the ‘spirit of the 
age’. At the same time, the course will highlight the distinctiveness of each Romantic poet, thereby demonstrating the 
complexity and diversity contained in the term ‘Romanticism’. The course will emphasise close reading and draw attention 
to the resonance of the Romantic era with our own time.   

 

 
Upon completing the course, students are expected to  
- have a deeper understanding of Romanticism—its historical context, its major preoccupations, and its composite 

forms; 
- grasp the distinctive features of each major Romantic poet; 
- reflect on the currency of Romanticism in our contemporary times;  
- read Romantic poetry with confidence and nuance and enjoy the reading experience. 
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Course components (Teaching modes and Learning activities) 
 

Teaching Modes and Learning Activities 
On-site face-to-face  Percentage of time  
Lectures   2 hours per week  
Interactive tutorial   1 hour per week 

 
Assessment type, percentage and rubrics 

 
Assessment type Percentage 

Preparation, attendance, participation  
Presentation + Q&A  
In-class explication 
Exam-essay 
Essay revision + reflection 

10 
15 
25 
40 
10 

 
Assessment rubrics (*refer to rubrics on Blackboard for each category of assessment)  
 
Grade A / Excellent : Outstanding performance on ALL learning outcomes. 
Demonstrates the ability to synthesize and apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a manner that 
would surpass the normal expectations at this level and typical of standards that may be common at higher levels of 
study. The ‘A’ grade should be reserved for truly excellent work that exceeds the level expected for the majority of 
students and are expected to be achieved only by a small minority 
 
Grade A- / Very Good : Generally outstanding performance on ALMOST ALL learning outcomes. 
Demonstrates the ability to synthesize and apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a manner that 
would fully fulfill the normal expectations at this level and occasionally reaches standards that may be common at 
higher levels of study. 
 
Grade B+ / Good (Plus): HIGH performance on all learning outcomes, OR HIGH performance on some 
learning outcomes which compensates WELL for slightly less satisfactory performance on others, resulting 
in overall substantial performance. 
Demonstrates the ability to apply WELL the principles or skills learned in the course in a comprehensive manner 
that would sufficiently fulfill the normal expectations at this level WELL. 
 
Grade B / Good: SUBSTANTIAL performance on all learning outcomes, OR SUBSTANTIAL performance 
on some learning outcomes which compensates for slightly less satisfactory performance on others, resulting 
in overall substantial performance. 
Demonstrates the ability to apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a MORE COMPREHENSIVE 
manner that would sufficiently fulfill the normal expectations at this level. 
 
Grade B- / Good (Minus): GOOD performance on all learning outcomes, OR GOOD performance on some 
learning outcomes which compensates for slightly less satisfactory performance on others, resulting in 
overall substantial performance. 
Demonstrates the ability to apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a COMPREHENSIVE manner that 
would sufficiently fulfill the normal expectations at this level. 
 
Grade C+ / Fair (Plus): VERY SATISFACTORY performance on the majority of learning outcomes. 
Demonstrates the ability to apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a SOMEWHAT SUSTAINED 
manner that would meet the basic requirement at this level. 
 
Grade C / Fair : SATISFACTORY performance on the majority of learning outcomes. 
Demonstrates the ability to partially apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a manner that would meet 
the basic requirement at this level. 
 
Grade C- / Fair (Minus): SOMEWHAT SATISFACTORY performance on A NUMBER OF learning 
outcomes. 
Demonstrates the ability to SOMEWHAT apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a manner that 
would meet the BARE basic requirement at this level. 
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Grade D / Pass : BARELY SATISFACTORY performance on a A FEW learning outcomes. 
Addresses the task inadequately by meeting the basic requirement at this level only in some areas while responding 
minimally with possibly tangential content in others. 
 
Grade D- / Pass (Minus): ALMOST BARELY satisfactory performance on VERY FEW learning outcomes. 
Addresses the task inadequately by meeting the basic requirement at this level only in very few areas while 
responding very minimally with possibly tangential content in others. 
  
Grade F / Failure : Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet 
specified assessment requirements. 
Fails to address the task and likely does not understand what the task requires. In other words, the work completely 
misses the point. 
 

 
Required and recommended readings 

Feedback for evaluation 
 

Required readings: 
 
William Blake, Songs of Innocence: ‘Introduction’, ‘The Ecchoing Green’, ‘The Blossom’; Songs of Experience: 
‘Introduction’, ‘London’, ‘The Sick Rose’; The Marriage of Heaven and Hell: ‘Proverbs of Hell’  

  
William Wordsworth, ‘Lines Written in Early Spring’, ‘Nutting’; ‘We Are Seven’, ‘A slumber did my spirit seal’; ‘Lines 
Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey’ 
 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ 

 
George Gordon, Lord Byron, Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage: Canto 3, sts.1-13, 113-18, 36-39, 42-45; Don Juan: Canto 1, 
sts. 1-12, 54-55, 60-117 (selections in Norton), 199-203, 213-16, 220-22 
 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, ‘The Mask of Anarchy’ (1-155, 343-72), ‘England in 1819’; ‘To a Sky-Lark’ 
  
Keats, ‘Ode to a Nightingale’, ‘Ode on a Grecian Urn’, ‘Ode on Melancholy’; ‘La Belle Dame sans Merci’, ‘Bright star, 
would I were stedfast as thou art’; ‘To Autumn’ 
 

Recommended readings: 
 

Day, Aidan. Romanticism. 2012. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203148259.  
 
Ferber, Michael. The Cambridge Introduction to British Romantic Poetry. 2012. https://julac-
cuhk.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/852JULAC_CUHK/1dl2t2q/alma991033047359703407.  
 
O’Flinn, Paul. How to Study Romantic Poetry. 2001. (UL 1-day reserve) 
 
Ruston, Sharon. Romanticism. 2007. https://julac-
cuhk.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/852JULAC_CUHK/1dl2t2q/alma991025624829703407.  
 
Romanticism (Routledge, 2022): https://julac-
cuhk.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/852JULAC_CUHK/1dl2t2q/alma991040145296903407 (a database with an 
extensive range of primary and secondary sources, essays and videos, and subject introductions to critical concepts, 
genres, history and politics, culture, and modern critical approaches)  
 
* Further readings on individual poets/texts will be included in respective lecture ppts.  
 

 

Students are encouraged to make use of the Early Feedback Collection System to share their feedback in the 
middle of the semester and the Course Teaching Evaluation at the end of the semester. Students are welcome to 
communicate with the course instructor by email or conversation at any time during the semester.  

 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203148259
https://julac-cuhk.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/852JULAC_CUHK/1dl2t2q/alma991033047359703407
https://julac-cuhk.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/852JULAC_CUHK/1dl2t2q/alma991033047359703407
https://julac-cuhk.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/852JULAC_CUHK/1dl2t2q/alma991025624829703407
https://julac-cuhk.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/852JULAC_CUHK/1dl2t2q/alma991025624829703407
https://julac-cuhk.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/852JULAC_CUHK/1dl2t2q/alma991040145296903407
https://julac-cuhk.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/852JULAC_CUHK/1dl2t2q/alma991040145296903407
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Course schedule 

Wk Topic  Required reading  Further reading  
for lecture for tutorial 

1 Introduction: 
Romanticism 

and 
the spirit of the 

age 

/ / ‘Introduction’ in Norton  
 

2 Blake  Songs of Innocence: 
‘Introduction’ 

‘The Ecchoing Green’ 
Songs of Experience: 

‘Introduction’ 
 ‘London’ 

The Marriage of Heaven 
and Hell: 

‘Proverbs of Hell’ 

‘The Blossom’ 
(Songs of Innocence) 

‘The Sick Rose’ 
(Songs of 

Experience) 

Songs of Innocence  
Songs of Experience 

3 Wordsworth 1 ‘Lines Written in Early 
Spring’; 
‘Nutting’ 

‘We Are Seven’ 
‘A slumber did my 

spirit seal’ 

Preface to Lyrical Ballads 
(1802); ‘Expostulation and 

Reply’;  
‘The Tables Turned’ 

4 Wordsworth 2 ‘Lines Composed a Few 
Miles above Tintern 

Abbey’ 

‘Lines Composed a 
Few Miles above 
Tintern Abbey’ 

(l.112-end) 

The Prelude  
(13-bk 1805 edn): 
Book 6:338-60; 

Book 10:689-727, 878-940; 
Book 11:257-78  

5 Coleridge  ‘The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner’ 
(Part 1-4) 

 

‘The Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner’ 

(Part 7) 

‘Kubla Khan’ 

6 In-class explication 
 

7 Byron 1  
 
 

Childe Harold’s 
Pilgrimage: 

Canto 3, 
sts.1-13, 113-18 

Childe Harold’s 
Pilgrimage: 

Canto 3, sts. 36-39, 
42-45 

Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage: 
Canto 3 

(selections in Norton) 

8 Byron 2 
 

Don Juan: 
Canto 1,  

sts. 1-12, 54-55, 60-117 
(selections in Norton) 

Don Juan: 
Canto 1, sts. 199-203, 

213-16, 220-22 
 

Don Juan: 
Canto 1 

(selections in Norton) 

9 Shelley 1 ‘The Mask of Anarchy’ 
(1-155, 343-72) 

 ‘England in 1819’ from A Defence of Poetry 
(extracts in Norton) 

10 Shelley 2 ‘To a Sky-Lark’;  
Keats, ‘Ode to a 

Nightingale’ 

‘To a Sky-Lark’;  
Keats, ‘Ode to a 

Nightingale’ 

/ 

11 Keats 1  ‘Ode on a Grecian Urn’ ‘Ode on Melancholy’ - Letters: 
~To George and Georgiana 

Keats (Feb. 14 - May 3, 1819) 
12 Keats 2 

 
‘La Belle Dame sans 

Merci’ 
‘Bright star, would I 
were stedfast as thou 

art’ 

Letters: 
~To George and Thomas Keats 

(Dec. 21, 27 [?], 1817) 
~To Woodhouse (Oct. 27, 

1818) 
13 Conclusion: 

Legacy of 
Romanticism 

‘To Autumn’  
 

/ Letters: 
~To Brown (Nov. 30, 1820) 
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Contact details for teacher(s) or TA(s) 
 

Professor/Instructor:  

Name: Li Ou 

Office Location: 303 Fung King Hey Building 

Telephone: 39437003 

Email: liou@cuhk.edu.hk 

Teaching Venue:  

Website:  

Other information:  

 
 

Teaching Assistant:  

Name:  

Office Location:  

Telephone:  

Email:  

Teaching Venue:  

Other information:  

 
Details of course website 

 

 
Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools in Teaching, Learning and Assessment 
 

All use of AI tools is prohibited except for the revision of exam essay: 
 
In any kind of learning activity or assessment that will be counted towards the final course grades (or used for evaluating 
attainment of the desired learning outcomes), students are not allowed to submit work which is produced with the 
collaboration of or supported by the use of any AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT).  
 
Improper/unauthorized use of AI tools in learning activities and assessments will constitute acts of academic dishonesty 
and will be handled according to the University’s Procedures for Handling Cases of Academic Dishonesty. 
 
In case of queries, students should seek advice from the course teacher. 
 

 
 

Only applicable to the revision of exam essay:  
 
Use of AI tools is allowed with explicit acknowledgement and proper citation 
 
Students may use some AI tools in some learning activities and/or assessments on the condition that they make explicit 
acknowledgement and proper citations of the input from AI tools. 
 
Acknowledging support from AI tools 

Blackboard:  
Lecture ppts, assignments, students’ reflections/questions, and other learning resources will be posted to 
Blackboard. Students can access Blackboard at https://blackboard.cuhk.edu.hk with their CUHK computing ID 
and CWEM password.   

https://blackboard.cuhk.edu.hk/
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Students are required to acknowledge all functional uses of an AI tool and cite it when they paraphrase, quote, or 
incorporate into their own work any content (whether it is text, image, data, or other format) that was created by it. 
 

i. An example of acknowledgement 
 
‘I acknowledge the use of (name of AI tool – e.g. ChatGPT (https://chat.openai.com/) to (specify the support, e.g. plan 
my essay, generate some ideas for the content, ask for examples of data collection instruments, get the dates of historical 
events, etc.). 
 

ii. An example of citation  
OpenAI. (2023). ChatGPT (Mar 20 version). https://chat.openai.com/chat 
 
(Students are reminded that due to the rapid developments of AI tools, some citation formats may be updated regularly.) 
 

iii. An example of including texts generated by an AI tool in their work 
   
"The following text was generated by an AI tool/language model (ChatGPT):" 
[Insert the text generated by ChatGPT here.] 
 

iv. An example of including texts generated by an AI tool and the prompts that were used to elicit the text 
from the AI tool 

 
"[The prompt], as generated by an AI language model (ChatGPT):" 
[Insert the text generated by ChatGPT in response to the prompt.] 
 
Students are reminded to learn and use the AI tools responsibly and ethically and be aware of the limitations. 
 
Improper/unauthorized use of AI tools in learning activities and assessments will constitute acts of academic dishonesty 
which will be handled in accordance with the University’s Procedures for Handling Cases of Academic Dishonesty. 
 
Students are reminded to clarify with the course teacher and obtain permission if necessary when in doubt.  
 
 

 
Academic honesty and plagiarism 

 
Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the disciplinary 
guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may be found at 
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/. 

 
With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these policies, 
regulations, guidelines and procedures.  

 
• For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and submitted 

via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon students’ uploading 
of the soft copy of the assignment.  

 
• Students are fully aware that their work may be investigated by AI content detection software to determine 

originality.  
 

• Students are fully aware of the AI approach(es) adopted in the course. In the case where some AI tools are 
allowed, students have made proper acknowledgment and citations as suggested by the course teacher.   

 
Assignments without a properly signed declaration will not be graded by teachers.  
 
Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide. 
 
The submission of a piece of work, or a part of a piece of work, for more than one purpose (e.g. to satisfy the 
requirements in two different courses) without declaration to this effect shall be regarded as having committed 
undeclared multiple submissions. It is common and acceptable to reuse a turn of phrase or a sentence or two from 

https://chat.openai.com/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/Eng_htm_files_(2013-14)/declaration_en.doc
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one’s own work; but wholesale reuse is problematic. In any case, agreement from the course teacher(s) concerned 
should be obtained prior to the submission of the piece of work. 

 
The copyright of the teaching materials, including lecture notes, assignments and examination questions, etc., 
produced by staff members/ teachers of The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) belongs to CUHK. Students 
may download the teaching materials produced by the staff members/ teachers from the Learning Management 
Systems, e.g. Blackboard, adopted by CUHK for their own educational use, but shall not distribute/ share/ copy the 
materials to a third-party without seeking prior permission from the staff members/ teachers concerned. 
 

 
Guideline on sharing lecture recordings 
 
Attention is drawn to the following: 

- The copyright of any lecture recordings shared in the course, whether they are produced by teachers, students, or peer 
note-takers, belongs to the University.  

- Students should not share these recordings with others without obtaining prior written consent from the teacher(s). 
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