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The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Department of English

Declaration on the Use of AI 
for RPg Students in the Applied English Linguistics Program


1. 	General policy 
As part of your research postgraduate training in the Applied English Linguistics program at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, you are expected to (1) read research papers thoroughly to inform your research, (2) critically evaluate theories and empirical studies in the field, (3) develop theoretically sound research questions, (4) collect data, (5) code and analyze data (by hand), (6) interpret and discuss your findings in relation to previous research and their limitations, and (7) offer meaningful implications for the field. Your research proposal, Qualifying Exam II, and/or thesis are important stages in developing your critical thinking, clear writing, and logical organization of ideas. To support your development as a researcher, the programme expects you to complete these tasks on your own instead of relying on AI. By working through each step yourself, you will gain a deeper understanding of your research process and develop genuine expertise in applied linguistics.

The following tasks may be done with AI assistance provided that such use is discussed with and approved by your supervisor and explicitly declared both in this form and in your work.

(a) refining language through grammar, cohesion, and coherence checks;
(b) checking stylistic issues; 
(c) learning how to use a program (e.g., Python, R) or debug errors 

Most other core aspects of your research, however, are expected to be completed independently without the use of AI. These include, but are not limited to:

(d) brainstorming ideas;
(e) synthesizing and clarifying (complex) contents/ideas;
(f) assisting with drafting outlines;
(g) coding data;
(h) analyzing or cross-checking themes from qualitative data;
(i) analyzing quantitative data;
(j) creating plots;
(k) generating a data analysis script in a program (e.g., Python, R);
(l) interpreting data;
(m) engaging in theory-informed discussion;
(n) generating a reference list for research;
(o) all other tasks not covered in (a)–(c).
Note. If uncertain about permissible AI use, consult your supervisor(s).


2. 	Disclosure of AI Use

	Tick if applicable
	Disclosure

	☐
	· No AI tool was used in preparing this submission.

	☐
	· AI tool(s) were used only for (a), (b) and (c) on p. 1.

	☐
	· AI tool(s) were used beyond (a), (b), and (c) on p. 1 in a disclosed way as described in Section 3. 



3. 	Details of AI Use

	Item
	Description

	· Task
· Name of tool(s) used along with their version/model if applicable 
	

	· Section(s)/part(s) of the work affected
	

	· Nature of input provided
	

	· Nature of output received
	

	· Time period(s)/date(s) used
	

	· Date when the supervisor was consulted
	


Note. If AI has been applied to multiple tasks for your work, copy this table and include a separate one per task to explicitly disclose AI usage.

4.	Declaration of AI use
I declare that the work submitted is my own original work. Where AI tools have been used, I have disclosed such use honestly and accurately in Sections 2 and 3. I understand that AI tools cannot be listed as authors, and that I remain fully responsible for the accuracy, integrity, originality, and ethical compliance of all submitted work, including any ideas, writing in text, code, analysis, visuals that were assisted by AI.
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